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The Climate is Changing 
 

 

 Itôs changing at an increasingly rapid rateé 

 

and at a rate beyond historic experienceé 

The past is no longer a good predictor of the future 



Temperature Trends: 1901 to 1998 Precipitation Trends: 1901 to 1998 
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Increases in the Number of Days with 

Very Heavy Precipitation (1958 to 2007) 

The map shows the percentage increases in the average number of days with very heavy precipitation (defined as the 

heaviest 1 percent of all events) from 1958 to 2007 for each region. There are clear trends toward more days with very 

heavy precipitation for the nation as a whole, and particularly in the Northeast and Midwest. 



Health  
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Climate Change is Affecting Human Health and the Environment 
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These changes pose serious risks to 

tribal communitiesé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Adaptation is essential 
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Native Peoples and Climate Change 

ü  Native peoples have been experiencing changes in climate  

     for many thousands of years 

ü  Developed unique cultures based on the prevailing regional  

     climate (from ice-covered areas of Alaska to tropical Pacific  

     and Caribbean Islands 

ü  In each region, however, climate is starting to change 

ü  Native peoples are aware of these changes 

 



Examples of Climate Change Impacts on Tribes 

ü  Northeast:   

V  Invasive species inhibiting blueberries 

V  Ocean acidification threatening shellfish 

V  Loss of medicinal plants 

ü  Midwest: 

V  Increased moose mortality 

V  Increased pesticide use 

V  Decrease in maple syrup supply 

V  Shorter growing season 

V  Algae blooms endangering fish 

V  Decreased lake water levels 



Examples of Climate Change Impacts on Tribes 

(cont.) 

ü  Southwest:   
V  Reduced amounts of drinking water 

V  Drought 

V  Invasive species (e.g., buffel grass) 

ü  Rocky Mountain West: 

V  Invasive species (e.g., cheat grass) 

V  Changes in stream temperature and weather 

V  Drought increasing pressure on tribal water resources 

V  Loss of unique species affecting food chain 

ü  Pacific 

V  Decreased rainfall 

V  ñWater Warsò starting 

V  Increased wildfires due to drought 

V  Invasive species 

V  Severe flooding of coastal tribes requiring relocation 



Newtok, Alaska  

(Source: Stanley Tom) 
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AK 



Newtok Landfill lost in 1996: 

Submerged under water 

 



Species Movement North 

Stocks of Pollock 

are moving North 

 
 


